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Civility and informed debate 



But Is Liberal Democracy Really in 
Retreat? 

• We are right to be worried 
• Liberal Democracy is not inevitable 
• After all, it is a new idea 
• Historically, it  was stop and go and came in 3 waves 

– US constitutional democracy 19th century….Spread to Europe 
– Post World War II 

• Should the US still be a World Leader? 

– Post 1989 

• Is Liberal Democracy now moving backwards? 
• Is there a reason to be positive about the state of Liberal 

Democracy 
• Yes, But….. 



Maybe Liberalism has become a victim 
of its own success 



D 
de Toqueville and Mill were Activists! 

“The passion of the many is needed to conquer the self-interest of 
the few.” J.S. Mill 



Liberal Democracy Cannot Thrive on 
its own 

• Liberalism can destroy Democracy 

• And Democracy can destroy Liberalism 

• Democratic Institutions can weaken and 
crumble 

• What can be done to keep them strong? 

– https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_haidt_on_t
he_moral_mind?language=en 

 

https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_haidt_on_the_moral_mind?language=en
https://www.ted.com/talks/jonathan_haidt_on_the_moral_mind?language=en


Liberals need to fight (fairly, civilly) for 
their values again 



To strengthen Liberalism, Address its 
Weaknesses 

• The Tension between Freedom and Equality 

• The tension between individual freedom and 
community 

• The tension between freedom and security 

• The tension between rationality and emotion 

• The tension between the Market and the 
State 

• The tolerance/intolerance paradox 

 



Be Liberal in Daily Life 



Work on Issues you 
are passionate about 

 



Engage Politically! 

Freedom 
Boosters! 



Address Deeper Problems of inequality 

• Recent interventions 

• Philanthropy and its 
Discontents 

• What is needed 

– “Game Changers”           
A neo-New Deal 

 

Market World 



What I want to do 

• Try to practice what I believe 

• Commitment to the Truth and the search for 
truth 

• Commitment to activism 

• Find Role Models for inspiration 

 

• Take the long view 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/LifeStories.Goalcas
t/videos/218003045638784/ 
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